COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 25th November 2003 there were present: -

Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)



          
D J Atherley



          
Mrs J Baynham



         
C T Elsmore 


                      
C Lusty



          
Mrs S Merrikin



          
N W Penny



          
R D Phelps

                                  
J A Shaw

APOLOGIES were received from the Mayor, Councillor A M Lacey, 

Councillors Mrs C Allaway-Martin, C P Kay, M T Weston and County Councillor P Chamberlain.

Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott, welcomed everyone present and welcomed Amir Razvi of the District Council to speak on Newland Street Public Conveniences.

Mr Razvi opened by thanking Coleford Town Council for giving him the opportunity to talk about contributions towards the District Council’s policy for the provision of a second public convenience block in the town, in Newland Street.

In an overview of the situation, Mr Razvi advised that in exchange for a 50% contribution by the Town Council to the total cost of the second public conveniences in the town, the District Council would ensure that all receipts would be put to cover costs and into improvements.

The District Council had produced a Condition report on Newland Street conveniences that showed that they were in a very poor state and refurbishment costs were high at £35,500.  These conveniences were scheduled for refurbishment this financial year.  Coleford Town Council’s commitment to a five-year programme to generate the cash flow to the District Council’s project to upgrade the other conveniences in the area was requested.  A contribution of £4250 for the current financial year was required and Mr Razvi advised that this base figure should only increase in line with inflation for the five-year period.  The District Council would always endeavour to control costs.  After refurbishment, work to ensure the standard was maintained would continue.  With work scheduled for February a formal decision to contribute to the five-year plan was urgently required.

All members were given the opportunity to ask questions.

Members suggested vandalism costs be given a separate budget head to highlight the true cost throughout the Forest. The District Council was requested to produce detailed figures to substantiate the five-year costs and that the matter be brought before the January meeting for discussion.   

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked Amir Razvi for his presentation before he left the meeting.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 28th October having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Deputy Mayor as correct.  

Proposed C T Elsmore Seconded R D Phelps.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor J A Marrott declared an interest in a letter received from Dancing through the Dean.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

190(a)
IDENTITY CARDS

Councillor C Elsmore offered to help in the production of the cards.

190(b)
RISK ASSESSMENT

Work on these was ongoing.

190(c)
HOUSING STRATEGY UPDATE 
All outstanding forms were requested to be handed to the Clerk.

190(d)
FARMERS MARKET
Councillor J Shaw spoke to advise members that the organisation would now be following their own financial regulations and appointing a treasurer.  A further market in Coleford would be held in December but that the outlook for continuance was bleak.  A list of assets held by the organisation had been received.

190(e)
BT TELEPHONE BOX REMOVAL
Notification of the removal of the box in Old Station Way had been received following representation from the Town Council for it to remain.

190(f)
FOOTPATH LIGHTING – MUSHET WALK

This was now in the hands of the Estates Department of the Job Centre who hoped to be able to connect the light very soon.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

191.
NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES  

Following the previous discussion with Amir Razvi when members had requested that the District Council provide a full breakdown of the projected costs for the refurbishment and the five-year programme this item was to be forwarded to the January meeting for discussion on receipt of the information.

192.
REQUEST ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN BUDGET 2004/5
Members were reminded that these items were required by the end of the month to enable inclusion in next year’s budget. 

Councillor N Penny advised that a request would be received from Coleford Music Festival in the next few days.

193.
PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS CHARTER
To be completed.

194.
BROADWELL AFC

Broadwell AFC had requested termination of their contract for use of the King George V field and pavilion and had offered the Town Council to opportunity to purchase the goal posts that had originally been purchased by Broadwell for £75.00.

Resolved:  To release Broadwell AFC from their contract for playing football and using the pavilion at the King George V Playing Field and to return the unused portion of their annual fee (£385), plus their deposit (£100) and to purchase the goal posts at £75.00.

195.
UNSOLICITED ELECTRICITY COMPANY CHANGEOVERS
The Clerk advised that the situation was still under investigation by npower who had advised that they would be writing to the Town Council regarding the matter.

Members wished the matter to be taken to the ombudsman if no satisfactory response is received from npower.

196.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 11th November having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal By: Mr and Mrs C Moore

Site: Land at Charlton House, Station Road, Milkwall, Coleford

Development: Erection of a detached bungalow

Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/P1615/A/03/1130088  Room No: 3/07 Kite Wing

Starting Date: 21st October 2003

DF19/C (P0041/03/FUL)

Alterations and extension to 
No objections.


Greenways 


dwelling.




Edenwall




Coalway

DF7990/D (P0074/03/FUL)
Variation of condition (g) of 
Coleford Town Council still

Land adjoining


DF7990/B to allow variation to
objects to the application on the

2 Woodville Avenue

car parking arrangements.

grounds that the arrangements 

Mile End 






will cause use of the highway

Coleford







for parking.

CORRESPONDENCE

197.
LETTER OF THANKS – GEOFF SINDREY

Geoff Sindrey had written thanking the Council for the framed certificate of service.

198.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

A letter had been received advising that there had been an amendment to the protocol to provide for continued representation by Parish and Town Councils at site meetings.

199.
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO ODPM HOUSING, PLANNING, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONS REPORT RE EVENING ECONOMY AND URBAN RENAISSANCE


Members were advised that this report was in the office for their perusal.

200.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE RURAL PARTNERSHIP NETWORK

The annual conference is to be held on 8th January 2004.  Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott and Councillor J Shaw will attend.

201.
COPY LETTER DUKES TRAVEL – RE BONFIRE AND FUNFAIR 

Dukes Travel had forwarded a copy of a letter addressed to Inspector Pickstock regarding parking in Lakers Road, Berry Hill during the holding of these events.

202.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CORPORATE PLAN 2005/08 QUESTIONNAIRE 

A copy of the questionnaire had been received to enable the views of the Town Council to be passed back to the District Council.  Members wished to complete this questionnaire individually as a collective response was difficult to collate.

203.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CLARIFICATION OF RESOLUTION REGARDING INCINERATION AND REGIONAL SITES
Clarification had been received advising that no sites are identified in the County’s Waste Local Plan for region use and the following sites have now been excluded as waste to energy technology: Sharpness Docks, Phoenix House, Elmstone Hardwicke, Forest Vale Industrial Estate and Wilderness Quarry, Mitcheldean.

204.
GINGERBREAD – REQUEST FOR DONATION
Gingerbread had written requesting a donation towards their expenses for Christmas.  As the allocation of community grants was not due until December this request was brought before the November meeting.  Members voted not to grants monies to Gingerbread.

205.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL PLAN
A copy of the Inspector’s report had been received and is held in the offices for reference as required.

206.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – EMAIL RE CONSULTATION
The County Council wishes to hold a consultation exercise in Coleford and had written suggesting dates in January to hold their exercise.  The Clerk was instructed to respond suggesting that this be held outside the Co-op store on a Thursday to maximise participation by the electorate.

207.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor N Penny advised that, funding permitting, the Music Festival will again take place in 2004.

District Councillors, A Benstead and Mrs P Evans left the meeting at 8.30pm

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott expressed great concern regarding the future of Forest Voluntary Action Forum.  This group provided support to 600 community groups in the area and was currently experiencing a funding crisis.

Councillor J Shaw, together with Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott, Councillors D Atherley and Mrs S Merrikin and Amir Razvi of the District Council had walked from the town centre to Whitecliff, inspecting the highway, culvert and brook.  The District Council appeared to be relying on an Environment Agency report showing that the water quality in the brook was up to that of the highest quality for rivers.  It seemed that lower down the brook pollution increased.  Signs of ragging were found.

At Furnace Cottage it was possible to see how the culvert had collapsed.  Amir Razvi had suggested that this could be dealt with as a dangerous structure. 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested that the Town Council write to Dean Heritage advising that during inspection members of the Council were very concerned about the collapse and suggesting that Dean Heritage speak with the District Council. In addition the Archaeology department of the County Council should be contacted.

Councillor Shaw spoke of the Inspector’s report on the Local Plan and noted that all planning applications in the area should be subject to assessment of drainage.  He would suggest that this should be an independent assessment.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested that the District Council might be able to use Coalfields monies to facilitate the necessary work to alleviate the drainage problems. As some properties in the town might unknowingly have illegal drainage connections perhaps all properties would be willing to accept dye-testing.  The Town Council could write to all property owners requesting their agreement to this.   

Councillor J Shaw, on behalf of the Valley Brook group advised that Caroline Jackson of the European Union’s Environmental group will be attending a meeting of the Valley Brook executive in January or February.

Councillor R Phelps had attended the Forest of Dean Racist Incidents group.  In an update of the incident in Coleford after the England v Turkey football match, three people had been arrested and the police were looking to pursue anti-social behaviour orders on any other people recognised from the CCTV coverage. 

Councillor Mrs J Baynham, together with Councillor Mrs S Merrikin, had attended Bream Health Forum and was concerned that an introduction of Foundation Hospitals in Gloucestershire might force the closure of local hospitals. The focus seemed to be on funding not patient care. 

Councillor D Atherley felt that Health Service concerns were only about management not people and that this attitude would force closure of small hospitals that would not be used to their full potential because services would only be provided in Gloucester. 

Councillor R Phelps felt that the Remembrance Parade in the town had been excellent.

208.
ACCOUNTS

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.01pm

208.
ACCOUNTS

2122 Shane Ball Gardening Services – November



193.67

2123 Forest of Dean District Council – Rates



111.00

2124 PJ & PD Adams






          3558.25

2125 Skip-it








  50.00

2126 Gloucestershire Media






  45.24

2127 Severn Trent Water






  16.20

2128 Forest Equipment Services





253.80

2129 Helping Hand Retail






  15.99

2130 Gloucestershire Playing Field Association



100.00

2131 Gloucestershire County Council




  65.00

2132 OfficeStar







137.63

2133 Ernest Heal & Sons – bin emptying




  70.50

2134 Ernest Heal & Sons – make safe headstones


          2656.09

2135 Ernest Heal & Sons – grave preparations


          1560.00

2136 Protech – copier copies





              30.53

2137 Forest of Dean District Council – cont. April-Sept Mile End             4376.66

2138 J F Poynter – lamps – Christmas lights




126.90

2139 J R Maddock Plant and Tool Hire – items – Christmas lights

172.25

2140 W A Baker & Sons – supplies – Christmas lights


206.80

2141 npower – office electricity 





  57.85

2142 npower – cemetery workshop





  10.19

2143 Severn Trent Water – office from Nov 2002



  41.89

2144 Tim Orson – Clock Tower doors



          1666.32

2145 Gloucestershire County Council – pension fund


401.76

2146 Inland Revenue – salaries November




246.52

2147 C Wilkins – salary November





763.56

2148 V G Mitchell – salary November



          1132.34

2149 Coleford Cricket Club – donation




100.00

2150 Broadwell AFC – return of fees and deposit



385.00

2151 npower – KGV pavilion






  44.73

2152 Gingerbread – donation – Christmas party



  75.00

INCOME

High Interest Account

10.11.03 Gross Credit Interest





245.40

27.11.03 Norwich Union – monthly income 




  11.05

Current Account

06.11.03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Ballinger)




130.00

13.11.03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Ballinger)




  40.00

17.11.03 Sundry Credit - Philip Blatchly & Son (Parry)


  40.00

                                       - Coleford Xmas Lights Committee (John Hamel)
401.06

27.11.03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Roberts)




250.00

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.01pm

7
7

